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6. MORE ABOUT THE HM S
HM S H STORY

Al t hough the HM S becane operational in 1979, its roots can be traced back
to the publication of Federal Standard 313B in 1971. That standard requires
suppliers to provide health and safety and physical and chem cal infornmation
on potentially hazardous materials purchased by Federal agencies. The
suppliers must provide that information on a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS)
(see Figure 6-1). In 1978, Departnent of Defense established policies for the
devel opment of the HMS as the single primary reference database” in the
Departnent of Defense for information on hazardous itens. The Defense
Logi stics Agency was assigned devel opnent and operating responsibility for the
system  The operating systemwas inplenented in March 1979 and is operated at
one of the agency's primary level field activities, the Defense General Supply
Center (pGsc) in Richnond, Virginia. |In part, the systemwas designed to
consol i date other partial and decentralized data sources in the Departnent of
Def ense and bring that information into a readily dissem nated conputerized
database. Starting with approximately 2,000 partial records in 1979, the
system has been built to over 30,000 conprehensive records on hazardous itens
inits first six years.

FROM THE SUPPLIER TO HM S - A GENERAL OVERVI EW

How does the information flow fromthe manufacturer through HM S to you?
Now let's trace a potentially hazardous itemthrough the system*

Governnment contracts require that suppliers of hazardous itens provide a
special formcalled aMsps which should arrive at the receiving facility
before the material. The MsSDS supplies nost of the information on an HM S
record. A logical question then is “Howvdoes the information on an MSDS get
into the systen®?”

On receipt of an Msps, a copy is sent to the focal point(s) for the agency
that ordered the item Follow ng the instructions in DoD 6050.5-M DOD
Hazardous Materials Information System Procedures, the health and safety foca
point enters the MSDS data into the system The transportation focal point
exam nes the MSDS and, in sone cases, a copy of the shipping papers. Using
the appropriate regulations, the transportation focal point conpletes the
“Transportation Data” category for that itemand enters the data into the
HMIS. The Hazardous Materials Technical Center is the HMS disposal focal

*Please keep in mnd that the “official” procuring process is not of
concern here so, in the exanple, we're not addressing nost of the required
contracting procedures. You should refer to Federal Acquisition Regulation

(FAR) 52.223-3 Hazardous Materials Identification and Material Safety Data and
servi ce supplements to the rar for nore information on contractual

requi renents.
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MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET

Form Apptoved
OMB Bo. 1218-0072
TYPE OF CATA S Y
O waw AEVIRED

SECTION 1

GENERAL INFORMATION

(It REVISED, S..*-. Ne. )
B - — ——— N

MANRDFAGCTURER S yAME

FaC M/ FECHM

CONTRACT NUMBER ON QRODER N UNBER

WANUF ACT URER"S ADDRE 33 (Nimber, Street, Cliy, Siate, and Z1P Colie)

® ART MUMBER, PROQUCT AMG/OR TRADE NAME

RATION AL STDCK MUMBER,  ACTIVITY CONTROL WMUMBER, K OR HAZARCOUS SPECIFICATION
LOCAL STOCK MuUMBER MATERIAL
Cves O~e
TYPE, GRADE AND/DR CLASS i MAC LICEMSE NUNBER TFa SCCITRATION mumBLA
CHEMICAL NAME AND 5YM DR THS v — FhaAT FORMLAA
falatl) ‘°l I
$iG 3 EMERGENCY TELE- DATE

POIN TOFCOMNTACT

TYPED OR PRINT ED maME OF U\ . any

o
i

o “OWE MUMNBER

SECTION 1t

COMPOSITION

WNIOSH NUMBEN

CHEMICA | mAME (Ingredients)

sE C Tion HI

P vSICaL PROPERTICS

e 08LM mOINT ("F & °C)

CRITICAL TEM® ~F  *C)

SOLUBILI TY IN wATER

SPECIFICGRAVITY (H O : >

VISCOSiTY

AUTOIGHI TION TE MM
rF g

EVYAPORATION RATE

( = f)

VARPOR o “'S.

"I e HG)

CMITICAL ® *sswms

OCCO”POSITIOM TEME
F &°C)

SERCENT VOLATILE BY

TORAGS ION RATE
(Temp = )

FREEZI NG (Metyy - POINT
rF G

MAGNETISM (Mirli geves)

YOLUME (Y (Material Ref = )
APPEAR ANCE AnD OCOR
L aPOR DEMSITY (As . 1) pr

SECTION ¥ . FIRE ANO EXPLOSI1OM HMAZARDDATA

FiLAS " POINT (Wethot Used)

FLAMNMABLE (Zxpiosive) LIWNTy

EL YL 1%

EXTINGUISHY NG MEDIA

SPFECIAL FIREFIGHTI MG PROCEDURES AND E QUI PUENT

UNUSUA . FIRE AND EXPLQSI ON HAZARDS

Figure 6-1.
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Figure 6-1. Mterial Safety Data Sheet (continued).

6- 3



point and enters the required information for the disposal publication into
t he system

CHEM '——» Warehouse
f—

. Safety and
MSDS
MSDS |t Zro_cu_rmg p——p»d  Health Focal
ctivity _
‘ o Point
\o? ,l, MSDS
DGSC, Richmond | _ Input | Transportation
Computer ﬁ—"J Focal Point MSDS
'”Dut
-
Disposal
‘ Focal Point TJ

How i nformati on on hazardous materials gets into HAS .

This process can be further illustrated with an exanple. The notor shop
at Portsnouth Naval Shipyard requisitions a newitem-- “Solvent X.” The
commercial supplier is identified and. a contract to purchase the itemis
issued. The contract specifies the shipping address and directs the supplier
to prepare and supply the Msps in accordance W th the procedures in Federal
Standard 313. Nornally the MSDS will be supplied to the purchasing activity
w th an additional copy being providedtoan HM S safety and health focal
point in the MIlitary Service or Agency that purchased the item 1In any case
it is up to the purchasing activity to assure that the MSDS is sent, in
accordance with established service or agency procedures, to the appropriate
HM S focal point. The focal point assures proper preparation of the data for
input into the system You should note the nsNnand specification nunber (if
known) on the MSDS. A list of all HMS focal points is found in Appendix A

Now. . . what happens to these raw data once they have been received fromthe
suppliers? First the HM S safety and health focal point reviews the MSDS for
reasonabl eness, accuracy, and conpleteness. Then they prepare that portion of
the data for entry into the system The next step is to have the people
responsi bl e for developing the. transportation and disposal data develop the
information and place it in the system Be aware that data in the HMS is
used by nore than these three functions, but the terns are used for
conveni ence of identifying data groups.

|f you take a mnute to scan several uMis microfiche records, you wll
probably notice that some are alnost conplete -- others are alnost enpty. The
data in the HMS is only as good as the information provided to the Govern-
ment. Most manufacturers of hazardous materials are conscientious and provide
good MSDSs for their products. However, sone manufacturers supply as little
i nformation as possible. In nost cases those nearly blank mcrofiche records
are caused by nearly bl ank Mspss. Blank entries can al so mean somnet hi ng
else. They can signify that the data el ement does not apply for the |isted
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item  For exanple, a 15-gallon drumof nitric acid will not have an entry
under “Flash Point” (or under any of the other nonapplicable data el enents).

| F YOU FI ND AN ERROR

Cccasionally errors slip into the #aMis. The errors may be the result of
i nproper input -- for exanple, two digits may have been transposed (e.g., a
flash point of 93F Tag Closed Cup was entered rather than 39F Tag C osed Cup).

In other cases, the manufacturer-may have made an error when conpl eting
the Msps. In any event, if you notice an error or inconsistency in the data
you shoul d notify your appropriate focal point. After contacting the
manuf acturer, the focal point will make every effort to correct the data in
the MIS. You nmay notice the corrected data in the forthconming cunul ative
updat e. ' |

|f you find an error, contact your focal point.

Li kewi se, if you have an MSDS for an itemnot in the BMIS, forward a copy
to your focal point (indicate the stock nunber and contract nunber on the
Msps) . |If your agency does not have a focal point, you should contact the
Def ense Logistics Agency located at the address on page 2-2 of this guide. If
necessary, the manufacturer will be contacted to verify the information. The
data will then be entered into the system

| f you have any questions concerning the HMS and its use, please contact
your focal point for assistance. Through your efforts and use, the nvs can
become the valuable resource it’'s neant to be.
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